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without a conviction that the promises and pledges 
of politicians—we will not say all, but some politi- 
cians—afford the most unstable reliance of any 
‘Credit System’ ever yet invented. Michigan 
Wildcat is a fool to it. 

—_—_—_—_—— 

Monxy Marrers.—The sound Banks of New 
England are rapidly resuming Specie Payments. 
The Bank of Montpelier has resumed, and has 
since received twice as much specie as it has been 
required to pay out. The Bank of Burlington has 
also resumed; so has the Bank of Rutland. The 
Newbury Bank is expected to recover wholly from 
its late disaster. It has saved its deposite in Bos- 
ton, notwithstanding the defection of its agent 
there. The Bank of Windsor is probably a 
wreck. It may pay fifty per cent. of its liabilities, 
but its capital stock is a total loss—all owing to 
the rascality and folly of one man, who ought not 
to have been allowed such an absolute control over 
it. This will probably be the only loss in Ver- 
mont. The St. Albans Bank does not redeem in 
the sea-ports, and so held at 5 per cent. discount. 
It is said to be sound. 

In Massachusetts, the Boston Banks, we believe, 
all pay Specie, except those that broke some time 
since. ‘The Citizens’ Bank of Worcester has 
wholly retrieved its credit from the temporary 
shock it received a month since, and is now receiv- 
ed by the Boston Banks. As all the live Banks 
of Massachusetts are now received at Boston, and 
the Boston Banks pay Specie, there is practically, 
if not absolutely, a Resumption of Specie Pay- 
ments throughout Massachusetts. Maine, we be- 
lieve, also redeems at the Suffolk, and so does New 
Hampshire, except the Banks at Lancaster and 
Wolfborough, which are therefore in discredit 
abroad. Connecticut has pretty generally resum- 
ed, and there has been no failure in that State; 
though the ‘Banks of Bridgeport and Stamford 
were pretty hard run for a time lastsummer. We 
believe they have not yet resumed. All the nu- 
merous Banks of Rhode Island appear to stand it 
very well; being but 1 1-2 per cent. below specie 
in New-York. 

The Banks of our own State, every body knows, 
pay Specie universally. The Dry Dock Bank, 
which is nota Safety Fund Bank, has been put in 
Chancery, but has no paper incirculation. It will 
probably be set afloat again soon. The Sackett’s 
Harbor Bank, under its restored charter, will soon 
be put in operation. The Lockport is our only 
dead Bank of lates and that did not die of 1837 
but of ifs own corruption. It cannot be resusci- 
tated; but a new fystitution under the General 
Bank Law will probably soon take its place. In 
New-York, a great Bank under the new System is 
now in the course of organization, under such aus- 
pices as will ensure gpiversal confidence. Great 
hopes of benefits to Miterived from its operation 
are entertained. 

In New Jersey, the Eastern Banks keep their 
notes nearly on a par with New-York ; the West- 
ern on a par with Philadelphia ; some Banks about 
half-way between—so that Jersey money is 1-2, ‘1, 


1 1-2, and 3a3 1-2. cent. in New-York. It 
will probably imp. , 
In Pennsylvamia, things look like a speedy Re- 


sumption. Phe Uni States Bank has just 
bought about $2,000,000 of the Specie sent out 
from Englandy making her total of the hard coin, 
say the knowing ones, about seven millions. Of 
course, Mr. Biddle has not bought specie to salt 
down for ever; he means to resume soon, and all 
the Pennsylvania, Delaware, and probably Mary- 
land Banks, will speedily follow. Ohio, Virginia, 
and.North Carolina will not be long behind; at 
least, they'will all pay specie by the day agreed on, 
the lst of October. South Carolina may be some- 
what staggered by the late desolating fire in 
Charleston. 

Meantime, the exchanges on the far South-West 
and West are in a deplorable condition. Louisia- 
na alone is within 8 per cent. of specie, and the 
French blockade of Mexico will probably prevent 
an early resumption, thereby stopping the influx 
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of Specie from Mexico. We hope the difficulty 
will be speedily accommodated. Michigan paper 
is at 20 per cent. discount. Tennesee at 25, and 
Mississippi at 30 and 40 in New-York. We fear 
none of these States can resume this year, though 
Michigan is determined to make the trial. 

The people of Mississippi are abusing and 
threatening to mob their Banks. The reason is 
that the latter, having bought the last cotton crop 
at 12 cents a pound, and been obliged to sell it at 
10 in New-York, and at an equivalent price in 
Liverpool, have this choice, to lose money by the 
business or allow their paper to depreciate and buy 
it up with their Cotton funds so low as to save 
themselves. They are doing the latter. It is a 
very bad business for the creditors of Mississippi; 
but the planters and those living near and indebt- 
ed to the Mississippi Banks have made money by 
it, and should be the last in the world to complain. 
By the course of the Banks, every Mississipian 
who has paid a debt with the proceeds of the last 
year’s crop has done so twenty-five per cent. easier 
than he otherwise could have done. These are 
now clamoring beeause the Banks do not draw on 
New-York at five per cent. premium for the pro- 
ceeds of the Cotton; when, if they had done so, 
they would have lost twenty-five per cent. on the 
purchase money. We presume their best way 
would be to keep out of Cotton speculations, and 
bend all their energies to the devising of ways and 
means for paying their notes in specie. 

It seems that the Bank of the United States has 
out-maneuvred the Bank ot England abroad, and 
accomplished most of its great objects, viz: the 
reduction of the rate of interest in England, the 
enhancement of the price of American Stocks, 
&c. &c. To effect these ends, Mr. Jaudon, late 
Cashier of the Pennsylvania mammoth, was sent 
out armed with full powers and cargoes of cotton, 
which he began to turn into money, and then pro- 
ceeded to business. The Barings and other great 
bankers were against him; the Bank of England 
refused to open an account with him; so he began 
by discounting undoubted paper at four per cent. 
while the Bank rate was five. The Bank was 
forced to submit to the reduction. Mr. Jaudon 
then fell to 3 per cent. The Bank thought his 
funds were short, and sent him a customer for a 
sixty-day bill of £80,000, or $384,000. Mr. J. 
promptly discounted it. He further gave notice 
on the Ist of March that all the Bonds of the U. 
S. Bank falling due on the Ist of May, would be 
paid immediately, with interest off at the rate of 3 
per cent. per annum. All these measures Were 
taken not so much to fortify the credit of the Bank 
as to raise the price of American Securities, of 
which the Bank is a large holder and agent for 
the holders of much more; as the five per cent. 
Stock of one of our States, though ten per cent. 
under par when the current rate of interest is five 
per cent. will range about par on a reduction of the 
rate of interest to three per cent. Mr. Jaudon 
appears to have been successful except in his ef- 
forts to raise the price of Cotton, which could not 
be effected in the face of so enormous an import 
at Liverpool and a very limited purchase of goods 
from England to this count?y. The exportation 
of specie to this country doubtless operated unfa- 
vorably inthe Cotton Market. We hope, how- 
ever, that a progressive and steady improvement in 
our own trade with England will.be marked by a 
corresponding improvement in the price of the 
great Staple of our Southern States. With that 
and a restoration of the Currency to a sound state 
and of Exchanges to something like reasonable 
rates, the country might soon begin to experience 
once more the impulse and the blessings of Pros- 
perity. 


Sudden Death of Rev. Prof. Knowles.—The Rev. J. 
D. Knowles, professor of sacred rhetoric and pastoral du- 
ties in the Newton (Baptist) Theological Institution, died 
yesterday afternoon, 9th inst. at his residence in Newton, 
of the varioloid. He had just returned from New-York, 
where he had been to attend the anniversaries of various 
religious and benevolent societies, and where it is suppo- 
sed he contracted the disease. 





CONGRESS, 


The House of Representatives, after wasting 
some three weeks in an excited debate upon the 
Report on the Cilley Duel, has at last laid the sub- 
ject on the table, by a vote of 102 to 76, and order- 
ed the printing of the conflicting Reports by 193 
to 74. The evidence and journal were then order- 
ed to be printed by 189 to 4. So the whole mat- 
ter has the go-by, at least for the present. 

Hon. Joab Lawler, Member from the Tuscaloo- 
sa District, Alabama, died at Washington last 
week. He was a Whig in politics, originally a 
Methodist clergyman, anda gentleman greatly be- 
loved for his moderation and personal worth. His 
District is very close in politics, and even his popu- 
larity barely secured his election last summer, 
There will doubtless be a warm contest for a suc- 
cessor. 

The next business before the House is the fol- 
lowing urgent call for more money, or rather more 
credit, to prevent a stoppage of the wheels of Gov- 
ernment. The President, on Thursday of last 
week, transmitted to the House the following 

MESSAGE : 
To the Senate and House of Representatives. 

I submit to the consideration of Congress a statement 
prepared by the Secretary of the Treasury, by which it a 
pears that the United States, with over twenty-eight mill 
ions in.deposite with the States, and over fifteen millions 
due from individuals and banks, are, from the situation ig 
which these funds are placed, in immediate danger of be- 
ing rendered unable to discharge, with good faith and 
promptitude, the various pecuniary obligations of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The occurrence of this result has for some time been ap- 
prehended, and efforts made to avert it, as the principal 
difficulty arises from a prohibition in the present law to re- 
issue such Treasury notes as might be paid in before they 
fall due, and may be effectually obviated by giving the Trea- 
sury during the whole year, the benefit of the full amount 
originally authorized ; the remedy would seem to be obvious 
and easy. 

The serious embarrassments likely to arise from a longer 
continuance of the present state of things, induces me res- 
pectfully to invite the earliest attention of Congress to the 
subject, which may be consistent with a due regard for oth= 
er public interests. M. VAN BUREN. 

May 10th, 1830. 
The following is the statement above referred to: 
TreasuRY DEPARTMENT, May 10, 1838. 

The undersigned would respectfully submit to the Presi- 
dent the following statement concerning some fiscal em- 
barrassments which are likely soon to happen unless avert- 
ed by early legislation. 

It has been usual for the Secretary of the Treasury, ex- 
cept in the annual report on the finances, and in replies to 
special calls or directions by either House of Congress, to 
give information respecting all matters which appertain to 
his office, through letters addressed to the appropriate com- 
Inittees. : 

For some’ months past, and on several occasions, that 
mode has been pursued in respect tathese threatened em- 
barrassments, by giving to the Comntittee of Ways and 
Means such information concerning them asthe public exi- 
gencies anda seasonable foresight seemed ‘to require.— 
Some suggestions and facts connected with them have like- 
wise been introduced into reports made to Congress. But 
the relief desired, having not yet been granted, and a long- 
er omission to provide for the emergency having a tenden- 
cy to impair public credit, to the great prejudice of contrac: 
tors and workmen, as well as of pensioners, the Army, the 
Navy, and many ‘other classes, the undersigned deems it 
his duty to apprise the Executive also of the impending dif- 
ficulties, in order that he may take such further steps as ap- 
pear proper to promote a faithful discharge of the pecunia- 
ry obligations of the Government. 

The peculiarity in the present condition of the fimances, 
can be very briefly explained, It has arisen, not from any 
actual deficiency which has yet occurred in the amount of 
receipts anticipated for the year; not from any excess of 
appropriation which has yet been made for eithxr ordinary 
or extraordinary objects; but from a prohibition to use, for 
the payment of the public dues, what is required by law to 
be received for them. 

In the act of October last, authorizing the issue of ‘Trea* 
ury notes, they were made receivable at any time for thos 
dues, but were expressly forbidden, after such reeeipt, from 
being re-issued in discharge of claims on the Treasury.— 
From this circumstance, coupled with the protracted _fail- 
ure of most of the banks to resume specie payments, lit- 
tle has of late been received for revenue, except Treasury 
notes. 

Over five and a half millions of them have already been 
paid in, though none fall due till about the 1st of Novem- 
ber next. As these cannot be paid out again, or others it 
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ELECTIONS—POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


their place, till the restriction before mentioned is modified, 
it has followed that a great portion of the receipts of the 
year have thus far been entirely useless for aiding to defray 
the large expenditures charged upon it, and resort has of ne- 
cessity been had to the emission of more Treasury notes 
under the original act, until the whole amount authorized, 
except $216,802, has been exhausted. 

The only other means available to meet the public engage- 
ments, with the exceptions as to trusts and the mint, detail- 
ed in a special report on the condition of the Treasury to 
‘the House of Representatives the 20th of March last, are 
reduced to about $347,432, 

‘These constitute an aggregate of five hundred and sixty- 
four thousand two hundred and thirty-four dollars, thus 
available, instead of a balance of from two to six millions, 
which it has generally been considered wise to retain on 
hand, in order, with the aid of the current revenue, to in- 
sure punctuality, and guard against the embarrassments in- 
cident to fluctuations and other contingencies. During the 
present year, however, the revenue has been paid in Treas- 
ury notes to such an extent that only about one fuurth of a 
million, monthly, has been received from it in money, so as 
to assist in discharging the current expenditures. These 
last, on an average, have been over two millions monthly, 
and in April, nearly three millions. 

As more than four millions of the Treasury notes are still 
outstanding, and the banks generally have not yet resumed 
specie payments, it is probable that a great part of the rev- 
enue will, for some time to come, be paid in a similar man- 
ner. Under such circumstances, and when it is considered 
that large sums due from the postponed custom-house bonds, 
the Banks and the States, are not yet payable, and that no 

wer now exists, except in Congress, to recall the depos- 
ites from the latter, that there is no reserved fund to resort 
to, or any other authorized means by which the wants of 
the Treasury can be = it is manifest that the De- 
partment is exposed weekly, and almost daily, to be depri- 
ved of the whole of its available means, and the credit of 
the Government to be injuriously affected, both at home and 


Congress could readily avert these results, if approving 
the course suggested in the last annual report on the finan- 
ces. It could remove the prohibition to re-issue the notes 
which may be, or have been, prematurely paid in and re- 
deemed, and where they have been cancelled, permit oth- 
ers to be issued in their stead ; or it could effect the same 
object by allowing other notes to be emitted, instead of such 
as have been or shall hereafter be paid in, before the year 
for their redemption expires. By the seasonable adoption 
of either of these measures, all anticipated embarrassments 
during 1838, can probably be obviated. For, in that event, 
no provision of additional means to meet the expenditures 
of the year, will be necessary hereafter, unless before the 
close of the session it shall appear that new appropriations 
have been made, or are likely to be made, exceeding the 
estimates submitted by the Department in December last, 
by several millions, or that the revenues received will be 
materially less. 

On the contrary, if neither of the measures above propo- 
sed should meet the approbation of Congress, it is obvious 
that among the various substitutes which may be thought 
of, or which this Department has taken occasion to sug- 
gest in communication with the Committee of Ways and 
Means, some one must be selected that can be made effi- 
cient in its operation, at a very early day, or it will be im- 
practicable to preserve the national faith unbroken, and to 
avert the injuries with which the public service is threat- 
— With t ct 

mn STEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The President’s statement is not so lucid as it 
might have been. ‘ 
twenty-eight millions in deposite with the States. 
Every body knows this is all moonshine. The 
money deposited with the States will never be 
drawn for, except in some extreme emergency ; the 
name of deposite was adopted only to smoothe 
down the objections of Gen. Jackson. I[t was dis- 
tinetly proclaimed and understood that the money 
would never be demanded back of the States. It 
was really and truly a Distribution of the Proceeds 
of the Extra Salesof Public Lands during 1835-6 
among the States of the Union. If Mr. Van 
Buren thinks otherwise, he should call for some 
of the money. We hope it will never be more 
needed. 

As to the ‘ fifteen millions due from individuals 
and Banks,’ we are alike unenlightened. Does it 
include all that is owing on merchants’ bonds for 
Does it 
include what is due from bankrupts! Does it em- 
brace the two millions due by the defaulters and 
peculators of the last few years? ‘The few Banks 
which have not yet paid up in full owe but four or 


For instance, he speaks of 





five millions, for which they have given security 
and pay interest, and are indulged in one or two 
years’ timc. Thatof course is included. Butthe 
United States Bank has bought the Government’s 
share of the assets of the old U.S. Bank, agreeing 
to pay in one, two, three and four years. The 
first instalment was due last fall, and paid. The 
rest are not yet due. Are they included? They 
are no more ‘ due from individuals and banks’ than 
next year’s salary is due to the President. 

The Secretary of the Treasury tells a long sto- 
ry, but sheds no light on the above points. All 
we learn from him is that the bottom of the Trea- 
sury is easily to be seen, and that some means of 
raising supplies. must be instantly afforded. This 
is of course inevitable. But is not this a good 
time to cut down expenses? Has Congress yet 
voted the money to pay for sending 7,000 troops 
into the Cherokee country? Is the Civil List be- 
yond scrutiny? There is a good excuse now, if 
one is needed, for practicing a little of the Re- 
trenchment, we have all heard something of. Mr. 
P. King used to say in our Legislature last winter, 
when Relief Bills were under discussion, that the 
two measures which promised the greatest Relief 
in his judgement were, first, an immediate adjourn- 
ment of the Legislature, and, secondly, an instant 
repeal of the Suspension Law. We quote this 
only as a hint—those who please may apply it. 





MississirpPi1.—It is no longer doubted that 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word, (Whigs,) have been 
returned to Congress from this State. An express 
despatch from Natchez, dated May 3d, states the 
vote of two-thirds of the State as follows: 


S.S. Prentiss, Whig, 9,972 J. F. H. Claiborne, Adm, 8,002 
Thos. J. Word, do. 9,686 Gen. James Davis, do, 7,083 
Prentiss over Claiborne, 1,970; Word over do, 1,684, 


The statement estimates the Whig majority in 
the entire State at full 2,000; and a later express 
letter from Vicksburgh sfates that all but four 
Counties in the State had been heard frem, and 
that Prentiss and Word are about 2,000 ahead. 
Full returns in our next. 

—_—_ 


Vireinia.—We go to press without being able 
to say positively which party has a majority in 
joint ballot in the new Virginia Legislature. ‘The 
Whigs have carried Tyler, (a gain,) which we last 
week set down against them ; Mason and Jackson, 
last year against them; Monroe, Marshall and 
Wythe, all against them last year. They have 
now in all 71 Delegates, including, we believe, Mr. 
Tayloe from King George, where Mr. Hooe has 
resigned, on finding that he was elected by illegal 
votes. (The whole vote cast was 246, besides 5 
placed on the back of the poll as doubtful, but 
which prove to be good. Mr. Hooe had 127 allow- 
ed and 1 on the back of the poll; Mr. Tayloe had 
119 allowed and 4 on the back of the poll. It is 
now said to be proved that 20 of the votes for 
Hooe were bad, and but 3 of those for Tayloe, 
making the true vote for Tayloe 116, for Hooe 107, 
or with those doubted at first 112 to 108. The 
account states that Mr. Tayloe will be returned on 
a second trial without opposition. It is not im- 
probable that his vote will make a Whig majority 
in joint ballot.) 

Our last definite accounts from the Delegate 
Elections give the Whigs 70, with the Counties of 
Henry 1, Fayette and Nicholas 1, and Lewis and 
Braxton 1, to be heard from. This will give the 
Whigs 73 in the House, and, with their 10 Sena- 
tors, 83 in joint ballot, being just one half of the 
whole number. The Administration have 54 
Delegates, with several Counties to hear from, in- 
cluding Randolph, Patrick, Preston and Pendle- 
ton, one or more of which the Whigs hope to car- 
ry. By holding their own and carrying but one of 
these, the Whigs have a majority of two in joint 
ballot. We presume they have such majority. 

The New-York Evening Post (Adm.) has a Jet- 
ter from Springville, near Richmond, Va. which 
announces that the Whigs have fourteen majority 
in the House, all told, which would give them at 
least two majority in joint ballot. The same wri- 
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ter states that the Administration strength in the 
Senate is but 20, leaving the Whigs 12, and giving 
them a majority of 6 in joint ballot. Of these 2U 
Adm. but 17-support the Sub-Treasury. (We 
have counted the Conservatives with the friends of 
the Administration.) 

In Mr. Patton’s District the Sheriffs have met 
to canvass the votes, but could determine nothing. 
They report that. the votes of Green Co. which 
gave Banks 111 majority, are irregular and infor- 
mal. Giving him these, he is elected by 11 votes. 
The matter has been referred to the Governor. 

—_ 

Expenses of the U. S. Government.—We give a few 

items from the Appropriation Bill for the Civil and Diplo 











matic Expenses for the year 1838, which amounts in the 
whole to bee of seyen millions of dollars:— 
Pay and Mileage of Congress ................ $567,689 
cers and Clerks of do.....6...-.seeseees--. 40,400 
Contingent Expenses of Senate .............. 50,000 
Do it iD otscccneneeeone 225,000 
President, Vice President and Secretaries. ..... 60,000 
Judges of the United States.............. ... 101,400 
of the District of Columbia .....< 9,500 
Expenses of Supreme and District Courts 350,000 
Maintenance of Light Houses............. -. 356,863 
Survey of the United States Coast ............ 90,000 
Foreign Ministers aud Expenses .............. 139,800 
General Post Office, $4,694,000, viz : 
Transportation of Mails ..........+00s+ee+ee0+ 3,400,000 
Compensation of Postmasters ........-++-++4+ 935,000 
Ship, Steamboat and Way Letters............. 31,000 
Wrapping Paper ......cccccccceccccccccssess 20,000 
QMee ParMmitere. oo cc cece ce cccctevees cciewse tee 6,000 
Advertising. 25,000 
Mail Bags......... 40,000 
Blanks ........... 000 
Mail Locks and Keys and Stamps ............- 9,000 
Mail Depredati and Special Agents ........ 12,000 
ee ee peer 140,000 
OE 40,000 


CHARTER ELECTIONS. 
Troy elected her Charter officers on Tuesday of last week, 
and the Whig tickets succeeded complete in every Ward—- 
in two or three without opposition, The Whig majority is 


stated at 759. 


Gen. Jeremiah Johnson, Whig, has been elected Mayor 
of Brooklyn by the Common Council of that city. We be- 
lieve he had no opponent. All the principal offices under 
the Corporation were filled with Whigs, in place of the Ad- 
ministration incumbents, whose term had expired. The 
vote in joint ballot was uniformly 11 to 7. 

All the incorporated cities of this State—namely New- 
York, Albany, Brooklyn, Troy, Utica, Rochester, Buffalo, 
Hudson, and Schenectady—have elected Whig officers this 
year. Last year, Brooklyn, Rochester and Schenectady 
were the other way. 


Delhi, Delaware Co., elected Whig Charter officers last 
week: Gen. Erastus Root, President. 
ee Westchester Co.,elected the Whig ticket also: 
Jas. W. Robinson, President, over Gen. Aaron Ward Ex- 
Member of Congress. 


Syracuse has elected her Whig Charter officers by a ma- 
jority of 70 to80. Last year 10 to 20. 


Catskill, Greene Co. has also elected Whig officers. 

Medina, Orleans Co. ditto, ditto. 

We have not heard of any recent triumphs to the other 
side in these Charter Elections. 

Fire in New-York.—On Friday afternoon, about 2 
e’clock, a fire broke out in a range of stables in the rear of 
No. 89 Willett street, between Rivington and Staunton 
streets, which soon communicated to the buildings in front 
occupied as dwellings, ten of which, with most of their 
contents, were entirely destroyed. The buildings were 
chiefly occupied by cartmen, who stabled their horses in the 
rear. The buildings destroyed were occupied by the fol- 
lowing persons—No. 95 by Mr. Kaighare, and two other 
families; 93 by Mr. Frailey and Mr. Brown; 91 by Mr. 
Waite and Mr. Riley; 89 by Stephen S. Jones; 87 by Mr. 
Halleck, A. Powers, and Mrs. E. Lilley—were two stories 
with brick fronts, and belonged to the estate of R. Dicker- 
son—insured. No. 85, a two story brick front building, by 
Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Seaman; 83 and 81, a double two 
story front dwelling, by several Swiss families; 79 a two 
story wooden building, by two families; 77, a two story 
wooden building, with a small shop adjoining, by Mr. Mills 
and three other families, and a wooden buillhing in the rear 
of 79 by two families—in all between twenty-five and thir- 
ty families belonging to the industrious part of our commu- 
nity, were stripped of their all, and rendered houseless. 

[Journal of Commerce. 


ee 

Danish Navy.—The totiowmg 1s the strength of the Da- 
nish Navy, taken from their Navy List of February: Seven 
of the line, four of which are of 84 guns, one of 94, two on 
the stocks, seven frigates, one of 43 guns, four of 46, and 
two of 40; six brigs, one of 18 guns, one of 16, and four of 
12; three sehrs., one of 8, and two of 6 guns; three cut- 
\ers, fifty-four gun boats, and three mortar boats, 
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SPEECH OF MR. BOND OF OHIO,’ 


IN CONGRESS, ~ 
IN FAVOR OF RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 


The bill introduced by Mr. Hopkins, of Vir- 
ginia ‘to Dividethe Federal’ Government from all 
connection with the Public Press,” being under 
consideration in the House of Representatives, Mr. 
Wm. K. Bonp of Ohio, addressed the House ‘at 
great length in favor of a reduction of Execu- 
tive Patronage, taking the celebrated’ Report of 
the Committee on Retrenchment in 1828 as his 
text-book. We have room but for the latter 
half of his Speech. [It will be understood that 
the allusions to a certain Report which occur 
throughout the following refer to the aforemention- 
ed retrenchment Report. Having reviewed the prac- 
tices of the last nine years as contrasted with the 
doctrines of that Report, Mr. Bop continued— 

But, sir, we have been greatly disappointed in the failure 
of this promised Reform in many other res “besides 
that which regarded the public printing and Executive 
patronage of the press. And, to -establish: this, 1. will 
state briefly a few items, contrasting the precept with the 
practice of the reformers. Imitating the pane {74 found 
in the report alluded to, I may be best understood by a div- 
ision of the subject intoa few prominent heads. But, in 
the language of that report, I am “ far from ‘thinking I 
shall now exhaust the subject ;” I shall ‘have only opened 
it.” I pretend to nothing more “ at this time than to lay 
the foundation of a system, to be followed up and complet- 
ed hereafter” by the People. 

The prolonged sessions of Congress formed a conspicu- 
ous chapter in the book of reform. The Committee de- 
nounced che usage as ‘‘ one of the most serious evils, attend- 
ing the National Legislation of the country.;” and,’ by way 
of correcting,it, recommended “that the c nsation of 
the Members, during the first session of each Congress, be 
reduced to two dollars per day from and after the first Mon- 
day in April, if Congress should sit beyond thattime. This 
was the precept; now for the practice. The sessions of 
Congress, so tar from being shortened, have been prolong- 
ed, no remedy applied, and the People of the country ought 
to know that the gentleman from New-York, (Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG,) so early as March, 1330, when an attempt was 
made to carry into effect the remedy proposed in the. rt 
of the Committee of which he was a member, by reducing 
the pay of members, did himself actually resist and vote 
against the measure. ; 

The report alleged that abuses had ‘taken place from 
the various and arbitrary manner in which members esti- 
mated their mileage.”” This abuse was ascertained to have 
been practised by the reformers themselves; and they have 
contigued the practice without any restraint. I will.give 
you, sir, an illustration, which may not be thought inappro- 
pyiate. In the days of promised reform, the two Senators 
from the State of Missouri differed in politics ; one of them, 
the greater reformer, Mr. Benton; the other, Mr. Barton, 
who thought the promised reform was a mere humbug. 
The first session of the twentieth Congress commenced the 
3d of December, 1827, and ended on the 26th of May, 
1828. These gentlemen severally attended the who 
session; their per diem allowance was $1,400 each, being 
175 days at $8 per day; but for mileage, reckoning “$8 for 
every twenty miles, Mr. Barton charged $939 20, whilst 
Mr. Benton charged $1,344 66. Mr. Barton charged his 
mileage by the great mail route, over land; but Mr. Ben- 
ton, who was railing out and condemning all abuses, count- 
ed his miles by all the crooks and turns and tortuous wind- 
ings of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers! Mr. Barton was 
left at home because he did not believe in the pi ing of 
professing one thing and practising another; and Mr. Ben- 
ton was retained to correct abuses and carry out the great 
principles of his report on Executive patronage. Ten 
years have intervened since the session of Congress just re- 
ferred to; the report sleeps unheeded, and, in the mean- 
time, Mr. Benton continues to count his miles every year by 
the way of the river, which has given him upwards of 
$4,000 more than Mr. Barton felt authorized to charge un- 
der the same law. 

Another precept.—The Committee reported that “ the 
privilege of newspapers to the members ought to be abro- 
gated ;” and “ that the practice too often indulged in by 
the House of voting to themselves copies of books,” ought 
to be discontinued. The privilege and practice continue, 
and without resggaint. , 

Precept.—The contingent expenses of this House were 
reported to be extravagant. During the year 1828, the 
last of Mr. Adams’s Adminstration, they amounted to 
$80,000. \ 

Practice.—During the year 1836, the last year of the 
Jackson Reform Administration, this item.was $200,000 ! 


And during the year 1837, being the first year of the “ suc- $5. 


cessor,” who, promised to ‘tread in the: footsteps of his 


jTHE JEFFERSONIAN. 


) This must be the “ Magician’s. way”: of working in the 
rule of reduction—it was certainly unknown to old Thomas 
Dilworth. 

Precept.—The Committee of which, I again repeat, the 
gentleman from New-York (Mr. CAMBRELENG) was a 
member, reported that they had obtained information by 

ich they were satisfied, ‘‘ that by a judicious system of 

» instituted by the Executive officers themselves, at 

least one-third of the (then) present number of Clerks in 

the Departments might be reduced with safety to the pub- 
lic interest.” 

Practice.—The number of Clerks has not been reduced 
in any one of the Departments, but, on the contrary, there 
has been a considerable increase. I will prove it. The 
State Department, in the year 1828, included the Patent 
Office, and the whole number of Clerks was sixteen: the 
salary and compensation of the Secretary and all his Clerks 
and Messengers, amounted to $27,750. 

The whole number of Clerks now employed in the State 
Department and the Patent Office is forty. The joint sala- 
ries and compensation amount to $56,515!!! 
~ The Patent Office, in 1828, was managed by a Superin- 
tendent, with a salary of $1,500, and two clerks and a 
messenger, whose joint compensation was $3,700. It is 
now under the charge of one of the Reformers; the title 
of “Superintendent” is exchanged for that of “ Commis- 
sioner ;”’. and with the change of titles comes the change 
of salary from $1,500 to $3,000! The number of clerks 
is increased from two to twenty-four, and the compensation 
from $1,800 to $21,000; and not content with one mes- 
senger, and his old salary of $400, they provide a salary of 
$840 for a messenger, and then give him an assistant, to 
whom is also paid $15 per month. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, in the year 1828, em- 
ployed eight clerks and two messengers. His salary, and 
the compensation of thé clerks and messengers, amounted 
to $18,600. 

The present Secretary of that Department (und he was 
taken from the body of reformers, who made proclama- 
tion from the Senate Chamber) employs fifteen. clerks 
and two messengers. ‘His salary, and their compensation, 
amout to $27,100!~- A similar result will be found in 
Tages the present with the former state of the several 
subdivisions of the Treasury Department. But, by way 
of “introducing economy and despatch in the Treasury 
Department’’. the Committee proposed to “simplify the 
forms.of business, and to reorganize its subordinate 
branches, so as to dispense with one-fourth, if not one- 
third, of the officers in the Treasury.” Now, sir,.no.re- 
organization of the ment has yet been attempted. 
Instead of reducing, they have increased the number of 
officers; and the forms of business, under the new mode 
of simplifying, have become so Gomplicated, that the gen- 
tleman of New-York, (Mr. CaMBRELENG,) now Chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, declared here, 
during the’ last epoca) session, that, after fifteen years’ 
experience as a Member ef this House, he found it diffi- 
cult to understand these Treasury accounts, and the man- 
ner in which the Secretary’s Annual Report on the Fi- 
nances is stated! ! - 

Next, as. to the War Department. In 1828, the Secre- 
tary of War employed a chief clerk, besides seventeen 
clerks and two messengers. His salary, and their com- 
pensation, amounted to $28,650. The business of Indian 

irs was then managed by him also. In 1838, the Sec- 
retary of that Department employs, inclusive of the Indian 
business, about forty clerks, besides messengers. The 
joint. salaries and compensation of the whole amount to 
$63,810. 

In 1828, we hear nothing of a Commanding General’s 
Office, with its clerk and messenger. 

In 1838, the Commanding General is allowed a clerk at 
$1,200, and a messenger at $600 per year. 

In 1828, the Adjutant General’s Office employed three 
clerks, whose joint compensation was $2,950. ~ 

In 1838, the Adjutant General employs seven clerks and 
a messenger, whose joint compensation is $8,225. 

In 1828, the Paymaster General employed three clerks, 
whose united compensation was $3,900. 

In 1838, the salary of the same number of clerks is 
$4,290, besides the messenger’s salary. 

In 1828, I have been unable to discover any allowance 
for clerks to the Quartermaster General. 

In 1838, that officer employs in the office at Washington 
seven clerks, whose united compensation is $7,300. 

In 1828, the Ordnance office employed three clerks, 
whose joint salary was $2,950. 

; i 1833, the petnance give employs nine clerks, be- 
si a messenger, and their te compensation i 
$9,225. 4 aggrega pensation 1s 

In’ 1828, the Subsistence Department employed four 
clerks, whose joint compensation was $2,950. 

In 1838, the Subsistence Department employs four 
~~ Sa a messenger, whose joint compensation is 
In 1828, the Surgeon General was allowed a clerk, at 
$1,150 per year. 





illustrious predecessor,” these expenses are $210,000! 





In 1838, the Surgeon General is allowed a clerk, at 
$1,266, and a messenger at $600 per year... an 
Tn 1828, the business of Indian affairs was discharged at 
the War Department, by some one or two of the seventeen 

clerks which I first mentioned. 

In 1838, this Indian business appears to constitute a 
grand division. We now hear of the “ Indian . 
ment,”’ with a Commissioner, whose salary is $3,000, a 
chief clerk at $1,600, and eleven clerks. and two mes- 
sengers, their joint compensation and salaries being $19- 
400 


In 1828, there was one Superintendent of Indian Af 
fairs, who was paid $1,500 a year, twenty-one Indian 
agents, twenty-eight sub-agents, and thirty-nine interpre- 
ters. 

In 1838, we find four ‘Superintendents of Indian Af- 
fairs,” with salaries of $1,500 each per year; six ‘“ super- 
intendents of emigration,” with salaries of $2,000 each 


per year; ten “Indian agents,” with salaries of $1,500. 


each per year; fourteen “Indian sub-agents,” with salaries 
of $750 per year; thirty-three ‘‘ commissioners and special 
agents,” who are paid io $5 to $8 per day, and from 
1,500 to $3,000 per year; fifteen ‘conducting and enroll- 
ing agents,” at 3, 4 and $5 per day; two “conductors of 
exploring parties,” at 3 ty $5 per day; two “ valuing 
agents,” at $4 each per day; eight “ collecting agents,” at 
$2 50 per day each; two “issuing agents,” at $1 per day 
each; one “disbursing agent,” at $5 per day; sixteon 
“assistant agents,” at 3 and $4 per day, and from 500 to 
$1,200 each per year; thirty-one “ interpreters in the emi- 
gration of Indians,” at 2 50 and $3 per day each; fifteen 
“ physicians,” at salaries varying from 3, 5 and $6 a day, 
to $84 per month; eleven “clerks,” (other than those in 
the office at Washington,) at salaries varying from 3 and 
$5 per day to 40 and $50 per month. and 800 and $1,000 
we year; fifty-three “‘blacksmiths,” with salaries varying 
om 240 to $600 per year; eighteen “teachers,” with va- 
rious salaries, from 500 to 800 per year; five ‘ millers,” 
with salaries of 500 and $600; one “surveyor,” at $8 
per day; the whole concluding with five “ miscellaneous 
agents,” with salaries of $1 per day and $600 per year. 

But even this is not all. The Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs says the list given by him in the Blue Book is not 
accurate or complete. He leaves room to add or alter. 
Here, indeed, is a display of patronage! ht we not 
to be astonished to find this state of things, under an Adj 
minjstration whose friends professed to be shocked at a 
multiplication of offices, and republished, in the 
this Hens in 1828, the warning of that Chief Magistrate, 
whvu sald: ** Considering the general tandomey to maultiply 
offices and dependencies, and to increase expense to the 
ultimate term of burden which the citizen can bear, it be- 
hooves us to avail ourselves of every occasion which pre- 
sents itself for taking off the surcharge.” It is eppr i- 
ate, too, now, to refer gentlemen to the censure whic t 
report cast on the Secretary of War in 1828, for paying 
$753 for additional clerk-hire in the business of Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. B. said he was here tempted to name one or two 
offices in particular, which seem to have been created for 
special favorites: one of them under the law. authorizing 
the President to sign land patents by an agent, instead of 
doing it as heretofore, in person. If he could not find time 
to do his duty, as Mr. Adams and all his predecessors did, 
then it hho have been better to dispense with the signa- 
ture altogether, as you have done with that of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. ‘Fhe President’s name 
now is not even written by his proxy, as it should be, but 
is written by some clerk in the Land Office, and the whole 
service of the proxy or agent consists in his writing his 
own name! For this he is paid $1;500 per annum! The 
place is held by one of the President’s sons, and it is an in- 
direct: mode of increasing the President’s salary The 
compensation is too high, under any circumstances. _ For 
a service requiring neither skill nor talent, and employing a 
very small portion of this young gentleman’s time, Te- 


ceives a higher salary than many of the Governors and 


other high officers in the several Stafes do! 

Another office specially created is that of the “ Smithso- 
nian agent,” with a salary of $3,000 u year, and furnishing 
a convenient sojourn for a gentleman wishing to visit Lon- 
don. \ The duties of this place might as well havé been 
discharged by ordinary correspondence, but at all events 
they are such as could justly be required at the hands of 
our resident Minister at London. It cannot be overlooked 
that Richard Rush was Secretary of the Treasury, and te- 
ceived the censure and condemation of the Retrenchmént 
Committee. And yet Mr. Rush was appointed to the office 
of the Smithsonian agent. I will leave it for’others to ap- 
ply what the Chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment 
said at that day, in debate on this floor: ‘‘ Whenever an 
office is to be filled,” “even a zealous, constant, and faith. 
ful friend is compelled to yield to a mushroom apostate that 
may have been purchased but yesterday.” 

Loe us next compare the Navy Department. Mr. South- 
ard, who was Secretary of the Navy in 1828, employed 
in his Department seven clerks, besides the chief clerk. 
The salary of the Secretary, and the compensation of the 
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ks and messengers, amounted to $17,250. The De- 
a aoe haan nahh enanenn years, and is still managed 
Mr. Dickinson, who wasa Member of the Committee, in 
Senate, from whom came that famous report on Execu- 
tive patronage, to which I first referred. He employs 
eight clerks, besides the chief clerk; and his salary, with 
nsation of his clerks and messengers, amounts 


the com " 
w $18,500. And, at this very session, he demands more 
clerks, and an increase in the salary of some of those he 
already has 


The Committec censure Mr. Secretary Southard for un- 
necessary expense in subscription for newspapers for the 
ent. They specify, under this head, $624 43 for 
three years. It now. appears that Mr, Secretary Dick- 
erson has expended, for newspapers and fashionable 
books, and literature of the times, in one year, $700; 
and, including similar expenses of the Navy Board, near 


me Committee also condemn thefpractice of extra clerk- 
hire.. We find Mr. Dickerson not only employing three 
extra clerks, but, what is far more dangerous, paying extra 
hire to one one of the regular clerks in the Department, 
enjoying, at the time, a salary of $1,760, but to whom is 

id, “for extra services as clerk,” the further sum of 

67, making his salary $2,189 67. Is not this a ready 
mode for providing for a favorite! 

The Committee also specify the sum of $466-86, as paid 
by the Navy Department, in ¢hree years, for printing, and 
condemn it a3 extravagant. 

The Blue Book of 1837 shows the Navy Department, 
under the reformer, Mr. Dickerson, to have paid $9,557 22 
for printing in fwo years ! 

Commuttee also reported that a ‘“ considerable sum, 
varying from 100 to $200, was annually expended by the 
Secretary of the Navy in the purchuse of. bouks for his 
office, most of them having no appropriate relation to the 
naval service of the country, such as reviews, magazines, 
and other periodical publications, and the fashionable lite- 
rature of the day.”’ This usage was, of course, to be abol- 
ished. Has it been? I beg leave to read a few items 
from Mr. Secretary Dickerson’s contingent expense account 





for 1837 : : 
2d volume Repertory of Patent Inventions ...... $8 00 
do Southern Literary Messenger ......«.. 5 00 
One-fourth of Audubon’s Birds ............--+++ 165 00 
Audubon's Birds. .........+++ ° 


No. 1, Indiau Biography ... 
North American Review ... 
No. 4, Indian Biography eeceese 
One No. of American Scenery 
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e , $250 00 
Here is a display of the “fashiondble literature” in 
which Mr. Secretary Dickerson indulges himself and his 
| clerks, at the public expense. I wish the gentleman from 
New-York, (Mr. CAMBRELENG,) who aided in concocting 
the report from which I have just quoted, would inform us 
“what appropriate relation” the books and reviews just 
mentioned have “to the naval service?” But, what means 
the item “* one-fourth of Audubon’s Birds?” Why, sir, I 
anderstand that neither of the four Secretaries being willing 
“to take the responsibility,” “as a unit” they agreed to di- 
vide.it!. The cost to the People is the same; it all comes 
from the “ public coffers.” And the mode of doing the 
thing proves that the Secretaries’ felt that its ¢kpediency 
and propriety were questionable. 1 have read somewhere, 
perhaps in Sterne’s works, an incident which most happily 
illustrates this transaction. As I recollect the story, the 
Abbess of’ Andouillets, and Margaretta, a novice, made a 
little journey together, in a vehicle drawn by mules. As 
the evening approached they were deserted by their mule- 
teer, When ascending a hill. The mules presently became 
stibborn and stopped. The travellers were greatly alarm- 
ed, and in their dilemma, the novice said that there were 
two certain words which, she had been told, would force 
these animals on the moment they heard them; but then the 
words were sinful. The novice was urged, and she gently 
whispered the words “ bouger” and “fouter.” The Ab- 
bess, in her distress, turned casuist, and said they were only 
avenial or slight sin, which might be divided; and by tak- 
ing half, and leaving the rest, or by taking it all, and amic 
ably halving it betwixt yourself and another person, would 
become diluted into no sin-at all! Therefore, my dear 
daughter, continued the Abbess, I will say bow, and thou 
shalt say ger; and thou shalt say fou, and I will say ¢er. 
Accordingly, the Abbess giving the pitch note on bow, Mar- 
guetta responded ger; Margaretta continued with fow, 
and the Abbess drawled out ¢er ; but still the mules stood. 
They ‘do not understand us, cried Margaretta; but the devil 
does, said the Abbess. And, I think, Mr. Speaker, that 
these. reforming Secretaries will find that they are under 
stood in their patent mode of reform, and, particularly, 
thatthe People will not be gulled into an approval of an 
wauthorized expenditure by dividing its amount among the 
ments. 
y this time, I think it is apparent that the duty de- 
on the gentleman from New-York, (Mr. CaMBREL- 
8¥G}) not only to account for his voting against the mea- 
suréin regard to the compensation of members, but also 
why it is that “a judicious system of reform” has not 
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that day, to account for this. 





CONGRESS—MR. BOND’S SPEECH ON RETRENCHMENT. 


been instituted by “ his friends, the Executive officers them- 
selves,” whereby the country might realize what was prom- 
ised by the gentleman’s report—“‘a reduction of one-third 
of the number of clerks in the several Departments, with 
safety to the public interest.” 

We will now look to the Post Office Department. The 
General Post Office, as it was then called, had the good 
fortune not only to escape the censure, but to enlist the 
praise, of that fault-finding era. I leave it with those who 
were familiar with the motives and political currents of 
The Committee said of it— 
“The efficiency of this branch of the public service is in a 
condition highly improved and improving.”” My first re- 
mark on this is, that thie Post Office Department passed 
into the hands of General Jackson in a healthy and efficient 
state. A few years, under this reform, reduced it to chaos 
and insolvency. The details of its mismanagement have 
been long since proved. The evidence is on file here and 
in. the Senate, with the reports of the several Committees 
appointed to investigate its abuses, I refer gentlemen to 
the files, and will not dwell on the various abuses which 
were designated and established. Their enormity, coupled 
with the fact of the borrowing money on public account by 
the Postmaster General, without law or authority, alarmed 
the country. But bad as all this was, and used, as the pe- 
cuniary patronage had been, to confer personal benefits on 
favorites, until the disorder and insolvency of the Depart- 
ment became apparent, still the political uses which had 
been made of the appointed patronage were not disclosed, 
and now never will be. The present Postmaster General, 
Amos Kendall, tells us in his account of the late destruc- 
tion of that Department by fire, that all the books, papers, 
and files of the Department were saved, except the “ files” 
of the “appointment office,” and that these were de- 
stroyed ! 

In the first six years of General Jackson’s Administra- 
tion, about 1300 Postmasters: were removed from office, 
and, in most of the cases, without the assignment of any 
cause. Whencertain Members of the Committees of the 
Senate and House, appointed in 1833-4, to investigate 
the abuses of that Department, attempted to get at the files 
and correspondence of this ‘‘ Appointment Office,” with a 
view to ascertain and report whether the reasons for these 
removals were prompted by high and just public considera- 
tions, or by mere party political expediency, they were 
denied the right by the head of the Department, and by 
the friends of the Administration, who composed a major- 
ity on one of those Committees! Was not this inquiry 
just? I referyou, sir, to Mr. Benton’s famous report and 
hill providing for the disclosure of reasons in case of re- 
moval from office. Irefer you, Mr. Speaker, to your own 
remarks, and to those of your friends, in the debate on 
Mr. Saunders’s resolution, which 1 have already quoted. 
But, above all, I refer-you to the remarks of the illustrious 
Madison, unrivalled-as he was in the knowledge of the 
letter and spirit of our Constitution and Laws, and in pu- 


‘rity and honesty of purpose. As early as 1789, in the 


memorable debate on the power of the Executive to re- 
move from office, he not only denied the right to exercise 
this power capriciously, and without assigning adequate 
reasons, but he thought it weuld be such a bold assump- 
tion of lawless power, that he thus expressed himself: ‘“ I 
own it is an abuse of power which exceeds my imagina- 
tion, and of which I can form no rational conception.” 

But when Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Benton (both of 
whom were on the Committee which reported the bill to 
prevent the abuse of this patronage of appointment) came 
into power, this changed their tone, if not their principles. 
Removals trom office immediately followed, and they deny 
any obligation to assign reasons! Is it not strange, too, 
nay, is it not mysterious, that, in the conflagration of the 
Post Office, the only papers and files destroyed should be 
those relating to the exercise, if not the abuse, of the power 
of removal from office—the very papers which the Post- 
master General refused to suffer the Committee of Inves- 
tigation to examine ? 

I said Mr. Van Buren changed his tone on this subject. 
I will at once prove it. ‘The journal of the Senate shows 
that he was one of the Select Committee who reported the 
bill already referred to. He entered the office of Secre- 
tary of State with the commencement of General Jack- 
son’s Administration. One of his first official acts was the 
removal of a meritorious clerk from his office in that De- 
partment, and a positive refusal to assign any reason for 
it! The gentleman removed is now «a member of this 
House, (Mr. Stape, of Vermont,) and the voice of the 
People has sustained him whom the despotism of Execu- 
tive patronage sought to destroy. 

The manner in which this patronage is abused, and the 
readiness and almost telegraphic despatch with which the 
wires of party machinery are felt throughout and from 
the most distant parts of the Union, may be imagined af- 
ter reading this laconic note, written by Mr. Van Buren, 
soon after entering on the duties of Secretary of State, to 
a gentleman in Louisiana: 

“ Wasninoton, April 20, 1829. 

“My Dear Srr:—I have the honor of acknowledging the 
receipt of your letter of the 2ist ult. and of informing you that 
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a ern pak qgctanets s you recommended were made on 
“ With respect, your friend, 
. “M. VAN BUREN.” 
And, so far from being willing to reduce the number of 
clerks in his Department, as the People were induced to 
believe would be done, Mr. Van Buren, when called on 
for that purpose, saw the whole affair through a new me- 
dium, and replied; ‘‘ My opinion is, that there can be no 
reduction in the number of officers employed in the ‘De- 
partment, (of State,) without detriment to the public in- 
terest!!”” And yet the Retrenchment Committee, when 
Mr. Clay was in that Department, reported “that the 
felt satisfied that, had the officer at its head conceal 
with them in the opinion, they might have presented 
a plan for not only a gradual reduction of the number 
of clerks, but for an actual increase in the efficiency of 
their labors.” 
ut other discrepancies between the profession and 
Emotion of these reformers remain to be noticed. It will 
be found that the report of the gentleman from New-York, 
(Mr. CamBretxnG,) and his friends, condemned “ the 
practice introduced by the Secretaries of the Departments, 
of sending the reports of their clerks, or heads of bureaus, 
instead of condensing them, and making them gubstanti- 
ally their own communication.” This practice, if bad, has 
never been corrected, but is daily indulged in by all the 
Departments, as the answers to the calls and resolutions of 
this House abundantly show. Buta still more remarkable 
commentary follows. When the Department of War 
passed into the hands of John H. Eaton, a zealous reform- 
er, he, too, was called upon to carry out his Retrenchment 
System, and reduce the number of his clerks, in fulfilment 
of the public expectation, which he and others had excited 
To the surprise of all, he referred the subject to the clerks 
themselves! and here, sir, is his reply: 
“War Derartment, Jan, 27, 1830. 
“Str—I have the honor to lay before you reports from the seve. 
ral bureaus connected with the War Department, on the subject 
of a resolution of the 5th inst. referred to me by the Committee 
on Retrenchment. Respectfully, 
“J. H. EATON.” 


“Cuarces A. WICKLIFFE, Esq.” 


These bureaus, so far from agreeing to part with any of 
their escutcheons, actually ask for an additional supply! 
Thus ended the farce! 

Another Precept.—This retrenchment report alleged 
that our diplomatic relations and foreign intercourse were 
unnecessarily expensive, and recommended “a fixed ap- 
propriation for the contingencies of each mission,’’ in no 
case exceeding $600, (annually,) to cover the expenses of 
stationery, postage, office, clerk hire, and all other con- 
tingencies whatsoever.” 

Let us see the practice. Andrew Stevenson, our Minis- 
ter at London, is allowed for these contingencies, includ- 
ing “‘ presents to the menial officers and servants of the 
Court, and others, on his presentation, and at Christmas,” 
$2,098 56, inthe space of about a year! The like ex- 
penses_of nearly all our other foreign missions are in cor- 
respondent ratio. 

Profession.—The grade of our Foreign Ministers wag 
to be reduced in some instances, especially that at Madrid, 
to a Charge, with a salary of $4,500. ‘ 

Practice.—A Minister Plenipotentiary has been kept at 
Madrid constantly, and John Eaton is now there on a 
salary of $9,000, having also received his outfit of the same 
amount. And during the last session of Congress an at- 
tempt was made to increase the salaries of all our foreign 
Ministers!! Who could have anticipated this from an 
Administration that proclaimed on this floor, (at least one 
of its most powerful and influential supporters, the late. Mr. 
Randolph, who joined in the cry of Retrenchment here 
proclaimed, and what he said eeeccived the full approbation 
of “ the party :’’) Z 

“So long as Members of Congress, and not of this House only 
or chiefly, will bow, and cringe, and duck, and fawn, and get out 
of the way at a pinching vote, or lend a helping hand, at a pinch- 
ing vote to obtain these places, I never will consent to enlarge 
the salary attached to them. We are told that they live at 
St. Petersburgh and London, and that living there is very ex- 
pensive, Well, sir, who sent them there? Were they impress- 
ed, sir? Were they taken by a press-gang on Tower-Hill 
knocked down, hand-cuffed, dheiead oe board of a tender, and 


told that they must take the pay and rations which His Majesty 
was pleased to allow ?” 


Now I appeal to you, Mr. Speaker, if the moral applica- 
tion of these remarks has not been justly felt “ in Con- 
gress, and not in this House only or chiefly,” under the re- 
trenchment and reform Administration? 

Another Precept of the Reforming Report.—The Com- 
mittee thought this mode of “ appointing and compensating 
bearers of despatches liable to strong objections, prone to 
degenerate into a species of favoritism little shart of a con- 
venient mode of _ sending favorites abroad to travel for 
their pleasure, health, or instruction, out of the public 
coffers.” 

Practice.—The President and his Secretary of State, 
both Jackson Reformers, now take a favorite clerk of the 
State Department, whose salary at the time was at the rate 
of $1,760 per year, send him as bearer of despatches to 
Mexico, and, for about three months’ service, pay him 
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for the period of his absence. For this I refer you to the 
case of Robt. Greenhow, .who is the translating clerk of 
that Department ; all the facts of the case being stated in 
the reports of the Secretary. He excuses this transaction 
by saying, that the translations which were required during 
Mr. Grcenhow’s absence were made at his expense. It 
might be well to inquire whether any translations were re- 
quired during that period, and why also it would not have 
been quite as well to discontinue the salary for the time, 
and let the Goveinment pay for any translations which were 
needed. But de we not here distinctly realize what the 
retrenchment report condemned in these words: “that 
an actual incumbent is considered to have: such a sort 
of property in the office as to enable him to farm out 
its duties, and to receive a part of its revenues for doing 
nothing?”’ 

Another illustration of this ‘ convenient mode of sending 

favorites abroad,”’ “ out of the public coffers,” is found in 
the same list of contingent expenses of foreign intercourse. 
I allude to the case of Mr. Charles Biddle, who, when 
nominated by Gen. Jackson for a judgeship in Florida, was 
Tejected by the Senate. 
After this rejection- Mr. Biddle was despatched by the 
Executive to Central America and New Grenada. What 
service he rendered we know not; but it appears that for 
this mission an allowance of $7,122 94 had been made. 
Mr. Charles Biddle is the same gentleman who had a 
controversy with Mr. Senator Grundy, in which the devo- 
tion of the latter to Gen. Jackson was questioned. We 
learn by one of the printed documents, occasioned by that 
dispute, that the Senator, for the purpose cf proving him- 
Seif to be what is called a “‘ whole-hog Jackson man,” said 
he “‘ had swallowed the hog, not only whole, but wrong 
end foremost, taking the bristles against the grain; and had 
one for all Gen. Jackson’s 40d-tail nominations, even to 
Charles Biddle.” 

You may remember, Mr. Speaker, that great fault was 
found with Mr. Clay for an allowance to John H. Plea- 
sants, who was employed as bearer of despatches, and sat 
out on his voyage, but, being taken ill, was obliged to aban- 
don it, though he caused his despatches to be safely deliv- 
ered. In the account which I am now examining, we find 
the sum of $1,522 72, paid by Mr. Forsyth, the Secretary 
of State, to Eleazer Early, sent with despatches for our 
Charge d’ Affaires at Bogota, but which were never deliv- 
ered. The sickness of Mr. Pleasants furnished no pallia- 
tion, in the minds of the reformers, for the payment made 
to him, though he caused his despatches to be safely de- 
livered. Yet these same gentlemen find ample pretext in 
the alleged shipment of Mr. Early, to pay him $311 35 for 
expenses, $527 37 for clothing, bedding, and books, lost 
or abandoned by him, and $714 for one hundred and nine- 
teen days’ compensation, at $6 per day, though his de- 
spatches were never delivered ! 

At this same time, too, Mr. Early appears to have been 
receiving a salary of $1,500 a year as Librarian’ of the 
House of Representatives!! It would seem that Mr. Sec- 
retary Forsyth is not a stranger to this ‘convenient mode 
of sending favorites abroad, to travel for their pleasure, 
health or instruction, out of the public coffers. ; 

I also find that $2,215 are charged for contingent ex- 
penses of William T. Barry, late Minister to Spain. Now, 
sir, it is well known that Mr. Barry never reached Spain, 
but died on his way there. He, of course, received the 
usual salary and outfit; and I am at a loss to know what 

- contingent expenses, incurred by him, could justly be 
charged to the United States. 

There appears, also, to have been paid to John R. Clay. 
in 1836, $3,38 1.41. as ‘‘ componcetion for certain diplomat- 

- ic services.” This gentleman, at that time, held the place 
of Seeretary of Legation at St. Petersburgh, with a salary 
of $2,000 a year, and the payment to him of the further 
sum of $3,381,41 may be justly questioned. ss 

Other items, indicative of extravagance or favoritism may 
be seen in this contingent expense a of foreign mis- 

i I will not stop to specify them. ; 
a "eh ales be found Saad, e the days of this “searching 

ration” and “‘ reform,” the standing Committee of this 

ouse on the expenditures of the several departments, at- 
tended to their vocation. But, very soon after General 
Jackson came into power, these Committees became so much 

> «a matter of mere form that the chairman of one of them de- 
clared here, during the last Congress, he had never even 
thought it worth his while to convene his Committee, and 
he appeared quite surprised, or at all events amused, that 
any inquiry was expected to be made in regard to the ex- 
penses of these departments! This state ot things forms 

u strong contrast with the report made here in April, 1828, 

by Mr. Blair of Tennessee, Chairman of the Committee on 

Bublic Accounts and Expenditures in the State Depart- 

ment. He, you know, Mr. Speaker, was a Jackson refor- 
mer; like the Select Committee, he found every thing 
wrong, and promised to correct it. The purchase of books, 
the employment of a librarian, and many other things were 
cénsured—even the right to purchase a print or likeness of 

Gen. Washington, to be suspended in the Department, was 

questioned. ed stands the matter now? Why, large 


THE JEFFERSONIAN. 


$1,212 88, and suffer him also to draw his clerk’s salary |sums of money are yearly expended for the library of the| paid tohim? He appears to have been used as a sort of 


State Department, and many books purchased, which are 
certainly unnecessary. 
Besides the purchase of books, periodicals, and newspa- 
pers, made for this Department by its disbursing agent at 
home, there was expended in London, during last year, for 
similar objects, nearly $500. A librarian is employed, at a 
salary of $1,540, equal to that paid to the librarian of the 
great public library of Congress. All this too, sir, under 
the auspices of gentlemen who said that this part of the 
expenses of that Department was censurable, and ought to 
be dispensed with, as all the offiéers of the Government 
could well avail themselves of the public library at the Cap- 
itol. But, Mr. Speaker, the times changed, and Mr. Van 
Buren and Mr. Forsyth changed with them. ‘The State 
Department is now laid off into grand divisions. When 
Mr. Clay had charge of it, the Blue Book exhibited a list 
of a dozen names, all under the head of clerks. One of 
these acted as translator for the Department, and his sala- 
ry was $1,150; another paid out the funds, and was char- 
ged with the contingent expense accounts, and he received 
$1,150. How soon is all this simplicity and economy for- 
gotten! The Blue Book of last year, divides this Depart- 
meat into a “ Diplomatic Bureau,” a ‘Consular Bureau,” 
a “ Home Bureau,” a “ Translator,’ whose salary is $1, 
760, a “ Disbursing Agent,” whose salary is $1,595, a 
“ Librarian,” whose salary is $1,540, a “ Keeper of the 
Archives,” whoss salary is $1,540, and gives orie man $960 
a year for “ packing, filing, arranging and preserving news- 
papers and printed documents.” ‘This is done by that boast- 
ed “ democratic party” which affects such holy horror at 
any appearance of what they call “ aristocratic grandeur.” 
If the Turk, whose letters are found in Salmagundi, had 
seen this display of ‘‘ Bureaus’’ in the State Department, 
he would have been better justified in his admiration. at the 
“‘ grand and magnificent scale on which these Americans 
transact their business.” But I have yet to add, that those 
who questioned the right of the State Department to pur- 
chase a print of the immortal Washington, have used the 
money of the people to buy prints of General Jackson, and 
now of Martin Van Buren, for almost every room in each 
of the Departments ! ! 
Mr. Speaker, during this “searching operation,” and 
captious fault-finding, every petty expense of the several 
Departments was looked upon with open censure. I well 
remember that an item of some few dollars, paid a laborer 
for destroying the grass which was growing between the 
bricks of the paved walk leading to the State Department, 
was held up to public view as a preceé Of aristocratic extrav- 
agance. Now, sir, suppose I were to cite to you many 
similar and equally, if not more objectionable charges, in 
the present accounts of these Departments—such as cash 
paid for clearing the snow off the pavements, so that Mr. 
Forsyth need not wet his feet; “ $90 a quarter for labor,” 
‘¢ $54 for sundries,” “ $16 for work,”’ without stating what 
labor or work. It might have been for killing grass, or 
raising vegetables for the Secretary. The term “ sundries,” 
may conceal the same things, and the curious might inquire 
what use was made of the fire-proof paint for which $78 
were paid by the Secretary of State. But the money is 
well laid out, if it will preserve the edifice! And it is to be 
regretted that the Secretary of the Treasury and the Post- 
master General had not made similar purchases in time to 
save their respective buildings. Penknives and scissors, by 
the dozen and half dozen, are purchased for the Secretary 
of State, who also pays a clerk to go to Baltimore te col- 
lect a draft. An item of $100 paid to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the transportation of muney ; but how much 
money, ur from whence, or where transported, we knuw 
not. This last*charge.is a kind of foretaste of the hard 
money Sub-Treasury system, by which, instead of trans- 
mitting the funds of the Government by means of the 
cheap, safe, and rapid system of exchange which prevailed 
before the banks were “debauched” by Mr. Kendall,® the 
public money is now to be wagoned over the country at 
great expense and hazard, and always with delay. 
The late eminent and virtuous Attorney-General, William 
Wirt, did not escape the censure of these indefatigable re- 
tormers. He had rendered some professional services, in 
which the United States were interested, but which were 
not such as his official station charged upon him. For this 
service an inconsiderable sum was paid to him, but its pro- 
priety was questioned. The salary of the Attorney-Gene- 
eal was then $3,500, and he was allowed $800 for a clerk. 
How stands the case now? The salary of Mr. Benjamin 
F. Butler, the present Attorney-General, is $4,000, and in 
1834 he was paid 4,150,19 for compensation, besides be- 
ing allowed $1,300 for a clerk and messenger, and $500 
for the contingent expenses of his office. The same addi- 
tional allowance and charge, amounting together to $1,800 
is made in 1835. Independent of the increased salary and 
the enlarged provision for a messenger, whence comes Mr. 
Butler’s right to charge an excess of $150,19 for compen- 
sation, besides $500 for contingent expenses? In the year 
1836, we heard nothing of contingent expenses, but a pro- 
vision of $1,407 is made for his clerk and messenger, and 


Caleb Quotem. He has been allowed to enjoy the 

of his own office and that of: the Secretary of War at 
and the same time, being at the rate of $10,000 my 
pursuing tov his profession, and receiving its emolument,, 
No wonder we see in him “ the complying law officer of 
crown.’, When did he ever give an opinion Contrary to the 
wish of the President, if he knew what that was? Let mm 
give an illustration. 

As the story is told, when the Baltimore Rail-road 
about to be located at its termination in this city, the com. 
pany consulted Mr. Butler on some point as to the right of 
way, under their charter. After full deliberation, hig pro. 
fessional opinion was obtained in writing. It happened 
that General Jackson felt some concern about the 
of this right of way, and he expressed an opinion on th 
same point, requiring a termination of the road which 
company did not wish, and which Mr. Butler had advise, 
them they need not adopt. General Jackson was furnish 
ed with the opinion of the Attorney General; but instead 
of yielding, he endorsed on it, “ Mr. Butler has not exan, 
ined this case with his usual care; let this paper be refe. 
red back to him, with a copy of the charter for his ree, 
amination.” In due time, sir, the Attorney General 
with the President, and gives an opinion in conformity with 
that which Gen. Jackson had expressed! 

After this, Mr. Speaker, we need not be surprised ut th 
absurd opinion of Mr. Butler, given as a foundation or } 
tification for General Jackson to pocket the bill reps 
the Treasury Circular, and which had passed both Hous 
of Congress almost by acclamation. Nor, indeed, should 
we be astonished at any opinion of his, unless he should 
have happened to give one different from what he supposed 
the President wanted. 

‘I wish now to make a few comments on the 
and practice of Mr. Amos Kendall, late Fourth Auditor, 
and now Postmaster-General. This gentleman, you know, 
sir, was an eleventh-hour Jackson man. He, however, Was 
among the first who got office; and immediately after his 
appointment, a letter of his is published, in which, after 
holding himself and a few friends up as having been per 
secuted, he ‘exclaims, “‘ what has Heaven done? So dis 
posed of events as to make Barry Postmaster General, and 
myself a mere humble Auditor.” As to Mr. Barry, no 
matter ‘‘ what events” made him Postmaster-General, we 
know that under his management that department was de- 
ranged and rendered insolvent. 

Bat uvw for this “ humble Audieo:,” vs, wo frum his Oy 
question, he is sometimes called, ‘ this Heaven-born Amos.’ 
If history does him justice, it will be found that he desired 
office under Mr. Clay, which, it not being in the power of 
the latter to provide, Mr. Kendall espoused the cause of 
Gen. Jackson. 

In this letter of Mr. Kendall, he says : 

“I feel bound by my obligations to my country, and by the 
pledges so often repeated by all the principal men of our party, 
to promote, with all my talents and iudnstry, the reform 
which the People demand. I will prove that our declaration 
have not beer hollow pretences. Besides, I hold the interfe. 
rence of Federal Officers with State politics, to be improper in 
principle.” 

For the reform under this last paragraph, I refer you tw 
Mr. Kendall’s letters and toasts sent to various political 
meetings and dinners throughout the country, for a few 
years past, on the eve of State elections. 

When Mr. Kendall entered upon the duties of his Av 
ditor’s office, he caused to be published in the United 
States Telegraph, the then official organ a, letter, in which 
he says, ‘‘ The interest of the country demands that this 
office shall be filled with men of business, and not with 
babbling politicians.” Sir, the whole letter was the work 
of a babbling politician, exvressly designed for political 
and demagogue ends, which the writer, in the same breath, 
said he had quit and left for others! I will read a few 
passages from it. ‘In five days I have returned to the 
Post Office twenty letters and three pamphlets, enclosed 
to the Fourth Auditor, and directed to other persons!” 
How long after this letter, was it before Mr. Kendall, for 
the purpose of building up the Globe newspaper, and the 
fortune of his friend Francis P. Blair, (another eleventh 
hour Jackson man, whom he had brought from his former 
residence at Frankfort, Kentucky,) sent under his frank 
to Kentucky, and perhaps elsewhere, the prospectus of this 
newspaper ? 

In that same letter Mr. Kendall also says: 

“Upon entering this office, on Monday last, one of the first ob- 
jects which struck my eye was a pile of newspapers on my table, 
Among them, I counted sixteen different papers, all of which I was 
told were subscribed for by the Fourth Auditor, and paid for out 
of the Treasury.” 

He sent them back, as he then stated, wfth a note to 
each, of which the following is a copy: 
Treasury DePpaRTMENT, 
Fourtn Aupttor’s Orrice, Marcu 24, 1829. 

Sir: Not believing that I am anthorized to charge the Gover»- 
ment with subscriptions to newspapers and other publications, 
which are not useful to me in the discharge of my ial duties; 
and not perceiving that Ican derive any assistance from your 
journal in settling the accounts of the United States Navy, I have 


rofessions 








to request that you will discontinue sending it to this office.— 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


AMOB8 KENDALL. 





for Mr. Butler’s compensation that year he received $4,332 
when his salary was $4,000. Why was this excess of $332 
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r. Speaker, is a fine display of the “pride, pomp 
Dias of office, if -? official insolence.— 
But yesterday, he was himself the editor and publisher of 
a newspaper: he next appears, in his own language, an 
«humble Auditor.” But, sir, does not the letter just read, 
show that he had forgotten his humility, and becume puffed 
up with official consequence? ; : ie 
Why did he not simply tell his brother editors, in brief 
and respectful language, that he had discontinned the sub- 
scription for their paper? 





‘at a further thought is suggested by this letter of Mr. 

Amos Kendall, and his reason for discontinuing newspa- 

subscriptions. He is, now, sir, Postmaster General. 

we look at the statement of the contingent expen- 

sés of his office for the last year. Do you think we shall 

find any subscriptions for newspapers there, “ paid for out 
of the Treasury?” Listen to a few items: 

Southern Literary Messenger 

New-York Journal of Cominerce .........++++eesees eee 

y Democrat ......... »» 14 81 






Indian Biography ----..--: 6 00 
Metropolitan agazine..... . 8 00 
Three copies of the Daily Globe!!! . 30 00 
Richmond Enquirer .....+.....++++- O¥e bb ve dveoex saces. OOO 


Sundry others which I will not stop to name: the whole 
number being twenty or upwards, and the total subscrip- 
tion within a small fraction of $200! He was frightened 
at a pile of 16 newspapers, but he can now take 20at a dose! 
Can it be possible that a man who came into office, declar- 
ing, like the Pharisee of old, that “he was not like other 
men,” and would even “ tithe, mint, and cummin,” begins 
already to “neglect the weightier matters of the law ?” 
What mes of his inflated promise “to prove” that his 
“ declarations had not been hollow pretences?” Of what 
value was his declaration, made in his letter before referred 
to, and in which he says, ‘‘ Vain I may be, proud I am, 
that the President has given me an opportunity to aid him 
in proving that reform is not an empty sound, and is not 
toapply merely to a change of men?” Why, sir, I quote 
as a reply to these questions, his own words, inanother pas- 
sage of his own letter: “‘ The world will know him at last, 
and assign him his true rank,” ‘‘Truth is omnipotent, and 
public justice certain.” 

Among Mr. Kendall’s reforms may be mentioned his 
leading agency in the removal of the public deposites from 
the Bank of the United States. To effect this, he carried 
on-a system of “ billing and cooing” with the State banks, 
and, in the language of a certain Senator, (Mr. a 
“debauched them.” Yes, sir, debauch is the word. 

jt to the Government and banks, though the Senator 
t the People tad toon debauched, and applied it to 
them. For this work of  debauch” which proved so seri- 
ous a curse to this country, this agent was employed thirty- 
two days, and was paid for this service the sum of $316,11, 
being about ten dollars a day for a job which has occasion- 
ed much of the embarrassment under which the country 
now labors. He got ten dollars a day for doing this injury 
to the Public—a hard-working laborer finds it difficult to 
get his dollar a day. But still, Mr. Kendall belongs to the 
“Democratic party,” and whilst he received his ten dollars 
a day for that work, he also received the regular salary of 
his office. This appears to be an established usage of this 
Administration. Tne case of the Attorney-General has 
been already mentioned. The reports from the Depart- 
ments show several other cases, though I will now only 
add that of the Commissioner of) Indian Affairs, who was 
for a while acting Secretary of War, and during this pe- 
riod drew the salaries of both offices, being at the rate of 
$9,000 a year. 

But, Mr. Speaker, no man better knows all the uses of 
office than Mr. Kendall. I have read a political tract, writ- 
ten, I think, by Dean Swift, entitled somewhat inthis way: 
“The convenience of a place at Court, or a sure mode of 
providing garments for a whole family.”” Mr. Kendall ap- 

rs to understand the ‘“ modus operandi” of this matter. 

printed list of clerks in his Department, exhibits his 
father-in-law and two nephews, with salaries of $1,000, 
$1,200, and $1,400; and thus we see a family provision 
of nearly $10,000 a year, including his own salary. “ But 
Mr. Kendall is not the only officer who thus takes care of 
his own household. If provision of this kind be evidence 
of “faith,” few of them will be found “ infidels.”” The 
President’s son has an office, which I have already men- 
tioned,-of $1,500 a year. ‘The Secretary’s of State’s son, 
until very lately, held the place of District Attorney in Al- 
abama. A near relation, by marriage, of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, has a comfortable annuity of $1,400 in the’ 
Navy Department; another holds the appointment of naval 
officer in Boston, with a salary of $3,000 os year, besides 
being President of the Lafayette Bank of that city; and a 
third is the Cashier of the Franklin Bank of that city, 
which became a special pet under the pet bank system.— 
These gentlemen would. all make excellent Sub-Treas- 
urers! 

Mr. Bond said, when the proposition for retrenchment 
was under corisideration here in 1828, the friends of Mr 
Adams, by way of proving that he and they desired every 
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MR. BOND’S SPEECH—‘REFORM’ IN THEORY AND IN PRACTICE. 


mending it. How were they answered? Why, sir, Mr. 
Ingham, who soon afterwards was made Secretary of the 
Treasury, said it was indeed true that the Message did re- 
commend it, but he wanted to see more practice and less 
profession in this matter. There were no specified reforms 
found in the Message; he could only find there one of 
those formal recommendations, which were as unmeaning, 
he said, as the words “ your humble servant,” at the foot 
of a letter. Mr. Randolph, in the same debate, used this 
language, on the subject of retrenchment and reform : 

“The President did recommend them in one of those lofty gen- 
eralities with which all sermons, political or religious, abound ; 
which might be printed in blank, like law process, and filled 
as occasions might require. But, sir, (said he,) lam for looking 
at the practices, and not at the precepts of the parson, political or 
religious,” 

Mr. Bond said this rule of Mr. Randolph was.perfectly 

d by this Admin- 
istration, and he was willing to judge them by their own 
rule, and-thought to this they ought not to object. He 
would leave it to the House and to the people, to say whe- 
ther the “‘ practices’’ of this Administration “ had conform- 
ed to their precepts.” 

Waa the recommendation in General Jackson’s inaugu- 
ral address one of those “ lofty generalities’ just spoken of 
and defined by Mr. Randolph? The “ Unit Cabinet” must 
have lost the art of reading, otherwise “ reform’ was not 

uite so “legibly inscribed” as the General imagined.— 
That patronage of the Federal Government which was said 
to be brought into conflict with the freedom of State elec- 
tions, has greatly increased, and is still unrestrained, in the 
same conflict. : 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Bell) has for years 
labored to bring this House to the consideration of a bill 
to secure the freedom of elections, and thus carry into effect 
the recommendation of General Jackson’s inaugural ad- 
dress. Able as that gentleman is, and untiring as he has 
been in his efforts, the measure proposed by him has re- 
ceived the frowns instead of the favor of this Administra- 
tion. He and the venerable Senator from the same State, 
(Mr. White,) were the early and devoted friends of Gene- 
ral Jackson, and they still desire to carry into practical ef- 
fect the principles which they, with General Jackson, pro- 
fess to be governed by. They feel and know the imminent 
danger which threatens the country, in the increased 
strength of the patronage of office. They see, and we all 
see, that the office-holders “are abroad in the land.” Fora 
description of this growing phalanx and its powerful incen- 
tlve to action, I will draw on high authority. A member 
of the Senate, (Mr. Grundy,) a zealous friend of General 
Jackson, the evidence of which has been already given in 
his awn words, held this language, when aiming to pull 
down the old Administration: “ When I sce (said he,) 
an office-holder interfering in elections, it has occurred to 
me that he was thinking of his salary, and is, therefore, an 
unfit adviser of the People.” 

Mr. Speaker, that «sich occurred to Mr. Grundy, no 
doubt often occurred to you at the same period. The pro- 
position is a very natural one, and I think that recent events 
have strengthened, rather than impaired its truth. But 
I beg the further indulgence of the House, while I read 
what another distinguished friend of General Jackson said, 
when debating’ the subject of retrenchment and reform 
on this floor. I allude to Mr. Buchanan, now a Senator 
from Pennsylvania, and with his continued and growing 
devotion to the party, what he said will certainly be consid- 
ered “orthodox.” I find by that debate, that he said it 
was well known 

“That when a man is once appointed to office, all the selfish 
passions of his nature are énlisted for the purpose of retaining it. 
The office-holders, (said he,) are the enlisted soldiers of that Ad- 
ininistration by which they are sustained. Their comfortable ex- 
istence often dependo «pon the re-election of their patron. Nor 
does disappointment long rankle in the use of the disappoint- 
ed. Hope is still left to them; and bearing disappointment With 
patience, they know will present a new claim to office at a future 
time. 

This passage of Mr. Buchanan’s speech, proves him to 
have been an observer of men and things, and familiar with 
the leading principles of human action. He dreaded the 
consequences of the selfish spirit of the office-holder, and 
induced the country to believe that Gen. Jackson and his 
friends would provide a suitable restraint upon it. But I 
fear, sir. the People will be left to conclude that this gen- 
tleman is one of those “ political parsons” described by Mr. 
Randolph, whose “ practices’’ do not correspond with his 
“precepts.” It is certain that under the favorite Adminis- 
tration of the gentleman and his friends, the office-holders 
have received new life, instead of acheck. But I must 
yet point out another discrepancy between Mr. Buchan- 
an’s profession and practice. In the same debate he review- 
ed with censure, several of the foreign missions, that to 

Russia included ; and particularly condemned any practice 
allowing a minister to. “ return after one year’s absence.” 
His language is, “‘ If such a practice should prevail, our 
ministers, in violation of the spirit of the existing law, will 
receive, by adding the outfit to the salary, $18,000, instead 
of $9,000 for one year’s service.” ‘“ I am,” said he “against 
the practice.” This, Mr. Speaker, was his precept. But, 
sir, in a brief space of time, after condemning and saying 
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and become one of the “ enlisted soldiers” whom he had 
described, and go on a foreign mission to Russia, where, 
after staying ‘a twelve-month and a day,” he pockets the 
“ $18,000, instead of $9,000, for a year’s service,” and 
comes home! 

This seems to be an appropriate time to compare the 

precepts and practice of Me Randolph, too, who said he 
“was for looking at the practices, and not the precepts, of 
the parson, political or religious.” In that same debate, 
Mr. Randolph said he “ could not permit any motion con- 
nected with the division of the spoil, to mingle with” his 
exertions. He would not, he said, give up his constituents 
and the pleasures of his home, “for .a clerkship in 
War Office, or a foreign mission ; or even for a Depart- 
ment of State.” He said, ‘‘ there had been an. improve- 
ment in the plan of sending ministers abroad, and bringing 
them back, when they have finished their business ; for” 
said he, “ they are now sent abroad on sleeveless errands, 
that they may come back re-infecta, to pocket their emol- 
uments.” 
Mr. Speaker, the Greeks and Romans both held it to be 
a highly useful, but exceedingly difficult matter, to know 
one’s self. Modern history and our own times, add new 
force to the truth of that position.. I do not at all question 
the perfect sincerity of Mr. Randolph, when he uttered the 
sentiments; but great as he may have been, and skilful as 
he,professed to be, and no doubt was, in the motives of 
human action, after events proved how little he knew of 
himself. 

Sir, we soon found Mr. Randolph giving up his constitu- 
ents, and leaving all the boasted endearments of his dis- 
trict, for a foreign mission to Russia, where, so far as any 
publi¢ advantage resulted from it, he emphatically went on 
a “sleeveless errand,” and “‘ came back re-anfecta, to pock- 
et his emoluments !” Indeed, this mission to Russia seems 
to have been speedily dedicated by “the party” to short 
terms of six and twelve months, for the advantage of some 
of the “ enlisted soldiers” described by Mr. Buchanan. In 
this way, the cost of that mission has been inordinately in- 
creased ; and it is high time that this drain on the Treasu- 
ury ,for private benefit, should be checked. 

Mr. Bond said it was not to be disguised that many of 
the politicians who engaged in the debate and strife of the 
times to which he had alluded, had been surprised, if not 
disappointed, by events which soon followed. A singular 
exchange of position has taken place between two of these 
gentlemen. When the retrenchment resolution was dis- 
cussed, a friend of the then Administration, Mr. Pearce 
of Rhode Island, took ground, not in terms, but somewhat 
similur to that now avowed and practised by the dominant 
party, “‘ that the spoils belong to the victors.” . Mr. Wick- 
liffe, a Jackson reformer, denied and condemned such a 
right. He was appointed a member of the retrenchment 
and reform Committee, and, after Gen. Jackson came into 
power, Mr. Wickliffe zealously endeavored to catry out 
the promised. reform; but not finding the co-operation he 
had expected, he abjured “the party.” About this time 
it happened that the reformers avowed the doctrine “ that 
the spoils belong to the victors,” and Mr. Pearce enlisted 
under their banner. 

Sir, has not the country been disappointed? -Have not 
the People been deceived and allured by specious and vain 
promises? Has not the Federal Executive patronage inor- 
ordinately increased, and is it not still unrestrained? Is 
not the power over it abused and perverted? Do not the 
expenses of our General Government far transcend in 
amount all our, past history? Why are these things so, 
and why has not this “‘ plague been stayed,’”’ Mr. Speaker, 
according to your plighted faith? I will tell you why, sir, 
but I prefer doing so in the language and illustration of one 
of your own friends, Mr. Buchanar, of the Senate, to 
whom I have before referred. In his speech here, to which 
I have already alluded, and when he was assaulting the 
(then) Administration, he thus exclaimed: “The very pos- 
session of power has a strong, a natural tendency to cor- 
rupt the heart. The lust of dominion grows with its -pos- 
session; and the man who, in humble life, was pure, and 
innocent, and just, has often been transformed, by the long 
possession of power, into a monster. In the Sacred Book, 
which contains lessons of wisdom for the politician as well 
as for the Christian, we find a happy illustration of the 
corrupting influence of power upon the human heart.— 
When Hazael came to consult Elisha whether his master, 
the King of Syria, would recover from his dangerous ill- 
ness, the prophet, looking through the vision of futurity, 
saw the crimes of which the messenger who stood before 
him, would be guilty, and he wept. Hazael askei ‘ why 
weepeth my lord?’ The prophet then recounted to him 
the murders and the cruelties of which he should be guilty 

towards the children of Israel. Hazael, in the spirit of vir- 
tuous indignation, replied: ‘Is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do this thing?’ And Elisha answered, ‘ Lord 
hath shown me that thou shalt be King over Syria.’ This 
man afterwards became King by the murder of his master, 
and was guilty of enormities, the bare recital of which would 
make us shudder.” 

How true, and alas! how applicable is this sacred illus- 
tration to these who invoked its use in elevating themselves 





“ T am against the practice,” we see him take the bounty, 


to power ! 











. , Mr, Speaker, that some inspired Elisha had 
been present when you and Mr Buchanan, with others, 
engaged in the debate which has been referred to, and, 
moved by the sympathetic tear of the prophet, you had 
asked, “Why weepeth my lord?” how would you have 
been astonished in being then told what the People of this 
country have since realized ! 

Imagine, sir, the inspired one looking through the vista 
of a few brief years, and saying, “ You will be placed in 
power, but will greatly increase the amount of all public 
expenditures. You will use the offices and patronage of 
the country for private and not for public good. You will 
create offices for favorites. You will enlarge all Executive 
power. You will deny the right to call for reasons on a 
removal from office, and in a few years will remove more 
than 1500 persons from office for opinion’s sake. You will 
derange and corrupt the Post Office Department, which 
you now admit to be sound, and you will not reform any of 
your designated abuses in the other Departments. You 
will appoint more Members of Congress to office in four 
years, than has been done in all the past history of the 
Government. Your bill for the abolition of the power and 
ee over the Press, will sleep the sleep of death. 

ou will retain “the Press, the Post Office, the armed force, 
and the appointing power in the hands of the President, 
and will not suffer them to change position and take post 
on the side of the People.” You now censure a small 
appropriation to purchase some additional furniture for the 
President’s house, but you will furnish that house in lux- 
urious style for Gen. Jackson, who will be succeeded by 
Mr. Van Buren; and he, not content’ with the-second: 
hand furniture of his predecessor, will cast it-off ahd make 
his entry into that edifice, with one apprgpriatfon of $7,300 
for alterations of the house and’ superintendence of the 
oo and another appropriation of $20,000 for new 
urniture ; and this, too, in the very year when your pub- 
lic Treasury will be bankrupt. You will increase’ the ex- 
penses of foreign missiens and suffer your Ministers to 
return home cn such brief service, as will show their ap- 
pointments to have been made for individual gain, rather 
than public good. You will increase the contingent ex- 
penses of this House, from $80,000, the present annual 
amount, to $210,000. You will add to the like expenses 
of the Senate, and to all other public expenditures, in the 
same ratio; ane the sum total for the whole total civil list 
and ordinary appropriations of the Government, which is 
now $12,163,438, will be increased from time to time under 
your boasted reform, until it shall exceed thirty millions per 
year! 

You now question the right of a Department to purchase 
& print or likeness of the immortal Washington, but will 
decorate every room in all the Departments, with portraits 
of Martin Van Buren. You will, by means of the “ office- 
holders,” the “ enlisted soldiers” as you have just called 
them, bring the patronage of the General Government into 
conflict with the freedom of elections, and you will resist 
a bill that shall be brought in to secure the freedom of those 
elections." You, Mr. Randolph, will go upon what you now 
call a “ sleeveless errand,” and after saluting the Emperor 
of Russia, will make a pleasant sojourn in “ old — 

return to your estate in Virginia. You, Mr. Buchan- 
an, will become an “ office-holder and enlisted soldier,” go 
on the very mission to Russia which you are now censur- 
ing, aud will pocket the $18,000 for “a twelve-month and 

a day’s” service. You, (to the gentleman frem New-York) 
Mr. Cambreleng, will oppose a vote against the very meas- 
ure which you now report and recommend, forreducing the 
pay of members as a means of shortening the session of 
Congress. You, Mr. Stevenson, will be made Speaker of 
this House, and appoint its Committees, and dispense its 

rules, with the promise ofa foreign mission in your pocket - 

You, Mr. Benton, will vote to lay onthe cabte a Dill which 

you now report, tv take the patronage of the press from the 

Government, and your report on Executive patronage, with 

its six ‘accompanying bills so imposingly introduced, will 

prove to have been but as “ sounding brass and tinkling 
cymbals!” You, Mr. Van Buren, who now, as a member 
of the Committee on Executive patronage, report a bill re- 
quiring reasons to be assigned for removing an incumbent 
rom office, will be made Secretary of State, and in due 
time President, but from the moment you obtain power, you 
will forget your bill, and not only violate, but refuse to be 

governed by its principles. You, Mr. Dickerson, also a 

member of that Committee, will be made Secretary of the 

Navy a but the Department will be so mismanaged under 

your direction, that it will be truly said of you upon the floor 

of Congress, “there is none so r as to do him rever- 
ence.” You, Mr. Woodbury, will take first the Navy, and 
then the Treasury Department, and under your supervision, 
an attempt to humbug the People with the promise of an 
exclasive hard money currency will result in the banishment 
of all specie, a bankrupt Treasury, and a circulation of 
shinplasters and’ Treasury notes. 

ine, then, Mr. Speaker, such a response to have 
been made at the period of time which I have suggested. 

What would have been your reply, and what would Mr. 

Buchanan, who made the scriptural allusion, have said? 


THE JEFFERSONIAN. 


Methinks I almost see and hear him exclaim, “ Is thy ser- 
vant a dog that he should do this thing? 

We are told, that notwithstanding the indignation of 
Hazael, he reached the throne of Syria by murdering the 
King his master, and soon committed all the enormities 
foretold by the prophet! 

Sir, I fear that in despite of the protestations of Amos Ken- 
dall, the promised “ reform” was “ anempty sound,”’ “ in- 
tended to apply merely to a change of men.”’ But I leave 
it for this House and for the people of this country to judge 
whether their confidence has not been betrayed, and their 
hopes disappointed. 


FOREIGN NEWS. 


VERY LATE FROM EUROPE. 

The packet ship England, Capt. Waite, arrived off Block 
Island, opposite Newport, on Wednesday, in a very short 
passage from Liverpool. The third mate and 3 or 4 pas- 
sengers were put on shore at the Island, and arrived here 
yesterday morning in the steam-boat Rhode [sland...--~ 

We understand that the England made the passage to 
St. George’s Bank in 16 days. One more day of favorable 
weather would have brought her into port Through the 
kindness of the owners, we have London papers to the 18th 
and Liverpool to the 20th, being 9 days later from the form- 
er place, and 13 from the latter, than before received. The 
ship’s letter bag is nét yet up. “» 

The England brings, £152,000-in gold; equal to $750, 
000. 

Lord Durham was to leave London on the 21st for Ports- 
mouth, there to embark for Canada... 

Consols left off April 17th at 93 1-2. 

By advices from Spain, it appears that a large body of 
Carlists, 6000 in ntmber, commanded by the Count de Ne- 
gti, had advanced to within a few leagues of Madrid. They 
had entered the town of Almaden, where are the mines of 
quicksilver, and destroyed much preperty. The-Queen’s 
party, on the other hand, had gained some advatitages in 
the North. LN. ¥. Jour. Com. 











Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce. 
Lonvon, April 14, 1338. 

The Bank has ‘to-day determined on shipping by the 
Philadelphia, £170,000; thus leaving £70,000 to go by 
this line, and £50,000 will come by the Sampson. More 
gold will doubtless be shipped, should the succeeding ac- 
counts be of low rates of exchange. American securities 
have become heavy ; even U. S. Bank has declined to £25, 
2s. 6d. There is some anxiety about, yous xcounrpttoTi of 
specie payments. We hope when political affairs get a lit- 
tle more settled in both countries, a better feeling will exist 
again. ; 

SPAIN. 

San Sepastian, April 5.—Vera was taken the day be- 
fore yesterday at three o’clock P. M.; and the fort which 
defended it fell yesterday morning into the hands of the 
Christinos. One eight-pounder, one prisoner, and some 
stores, not to much amount, were taken by our troops.— 
The possession of the town was of very trifling importance, 
without that of the fort. Before the breach could be made 
practicable by our guns, the factious fled from it into the 
mountains under the protection of two battalions of the en- 
emy that were stationed on the hills above the town, in the 
direction of Lesaca. In number they could not have ex- 
ceeded 250 men. Our force amounted to 4,600 A party 
of lancers under Mr. Henderson, and the rocket train un- 
der Mr. Harris, lent their assistance. The loss sustained 
by the Christinos in taking the fort, amounts to 120 mon, 
and five officers, killed and wen=de4, whtlc it is supposed 
that tha focceu ave suffered little. 

The destruction of this stronghold must effectually pre- 
vent the faction in that part of the province from having 
any place wherein to deposite stores or supplies from 
France; and in the event of any attempt at re-constructing 
it, a force of about 4,000 men can be brought in a few hours 
to interrupt them. 

; PORTUGAL. 

Lonpon, April 16.—By the Tugus steamer, which arri- 
ved at Falmouth on Saturday, we have received advices to 
the 1 0th inst. 

The 4th of April, the day appuinted for the Queen to 
close the Cortes, and to swear to the new Constitution, 
passed off without any interruption to general tranquility. 
The Queen went in great state to the Chamber; the streets 
were lined by the regular troops and national guards—in 
short, there was every official display of national rejoicing, 
but there was no appearance whatever of any public enthu- 
siasm. 

On arriving in the Hall of Congress, which had been 
splendidly fitted up for the occasion, her Majesty having ta- 
ken her seat, with Don Ferdinand, her husband, on her left 
hand, read the following discourse :— é 
“‘Gentlemen,—TI come to the bosom of the National rep- 
resentation, to take a solemn oath to the political constitu- 
tion of the monarchy, which the constituent Cortes have de- 
creed. I sincerely congratulate myself on the arrival of 





this so greatly desired day. The work of the national wis- 


dom, the fruit of your long and assiduous labors, is ahoy 
to supply the first of your wants, by cementing the union of 
the Portuguese family—an union which Tam firmly 
vinced will restore order, peace, harmony, and public pros. 
perity. 

“At this moment, when, as God is my witness, ] am 
about to bind myself irrevocably to the fundamental 
which you have decreed and I have. accepted, I feel 
sweetest consolation in announcing to you that I will beg; 
to carry it into effect by the exercise of one of the mast pp, 
cious prerogatives it coucedes to me—by enjoming perpe, 
ual oblivion on all the fatal dissensions. which have afflicts, 
the nation. Thus, Sirs, the new social compact, by Uniting 
all my subjects, will form the happiness of a generous m 


tion, by so many titles deserving of it. Thus united A 


my constitutional throne, the whole Portuguese people 
concur towards the consolidation of the fundamen 
of the monarchy, which I freely accept and swear to 
tain. : 

The written form of oath was then presented to | 
jesty, which she signed, and the President of the 
presented a Bible, on which she placed her hand 
peated the oath ina distinct voice. She then presen 
the book to her husband, who likewise pronounced 
oath. The Queen thereupon dissolved the_Cortes. le 

Another ministerial change was expected. Sa da Bande 
ra and John de Oliveira were to retire as soon as their sug. 
cessors could be found. 

A general amnesty had been granted for all political of 
fences committed since September 1836. This would ab 
low the emigrants to return, and re-instate the Charteris, 
officers in the army. 

The Oporto Wine Company had been re-established for 
20 years. 





GREECE. 


The last news from Greece bears melancholy details of 
the political and financial situation of that unfortunate coun 
try. Anarchy exists as well in the administration as in the 
different parties. The Government has no foundation ; it 
is sustained by the bayonet in the hands of foreigners. The 
Russian resident only sways the young King and his coun- 
sellors. Numerous bands overrun the country with impu- 
nity, principally upon the Turkish frontier, where they easi- 
ly find an asylum. In a word, such is the actual state of 
Greece, that a revolution, or rather a catastrophe, sooner 
or later, is foreseen by every intelligent mind. 


Féros—'This morning «beue @ v-ciucR, the store of Mr. 
Johu McReynolds, corner of Woodward Avenues, wasdis- 
covered to be on fire. Before any timely assistance could 
be rendered by the engines, that building and several stores 
adjacent to it, were entirely consumed. Notwithstanding 
the fire broke out in the midst of a block of wooden build- 
ings, filled with combustible materials, on'y seven or. eight 
were consumed. Detroit Advertiser. 





“ Little’s Spirit of the Magazines and Annuals,—This excellent 
repository of select light literature, has reached its fifth number, 
The No. for May contains nearly the whole of “ Oliver Twist, or 
the Parish Boy’s Progress,” the new story of humble life now in 
progress by ‘ Boz,’ the author of the ‘ Pickwick papers,’ and other 
popular works. The ‘Spirit of the Magazines’ is published in 
monthly numbers of 96 large pages at $3 per annum, or $5 for two 
copies, by E. Littell & Co. Philadelphia. 


“ The Fredonia Censor,” a weekly Whig paper of 
ing, which passed into new hands last winter, appea last week 
in an entirely new and beautiful type, looking fresh and inviti 
as Spring itself. Under its new Editor and publisher, Mr. Pa 
Winchester, it has evinced a spirit and industry which should en- 
sure it a liberal support from the citizens of Chautauque County. 


> Tue Jerrersontan has now been published about three 
months, and the circulation of some 15,000 copies has at least giv- 
enthe public an opportunity to judge of its character and merits. 
Its leading aim is the wider dissemination than would otherwise 


be attained of Political Intelligence and Truth; and it was under- ~ 


taken at a very considerable sacrifice to its friends and projectors 
in order to place absolutely within the reach of every citizen of 
the State of New-York, important information connected with the 
welfare of the community. To those who believe it is caleulated 
to subserve this end, however humbly, we now appeal for assist- 
ance in extending its circulation. Will not each subscriber en- 
deavor to forward the name of at least one neighbor to whom it 
would be acceptable? We can furnish nearly all the numbers 
from the commencement, and will supply them as far as they go, at 
Fifty Cents a subscriber, from the commencement to the middle 
of February next, or Five Dollars for eleven copies. We respect- 
fully solicit the earnest effort of our friends in behalf of our un- 
dertaking. 
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